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Education and Faith -
A teacher’s humble reflection  br Alice Cheung

Serve the LORD with gladness! (Psalm 100:2) As a teacher for the
25% year, it is under God’s grace that | have been able to serve
numerous young people and to share with them the Good News
over all these years, while at the same time being blessed with
my own faith in God strengthened and the lesson of humility
learnt through my own dear students. As we open our hearts to
God and open our eyes to look around each day, there are simply
so many opportunities in school for us to grow with our students
together in our faith in God, amidst our undeniably heavy
workload and busy schedule in school education nowadays.

Marking the work of students is unavoidable as part of the duty
of teachers. While giving ticks and crosses, marks or levels are
the most common feedback, giving comments and remarks,
though undoubtedly much more time consuming, can bring to
students God’s encouragement and comfort. A student once
wrote to me, “What you’ve written in my Religious Knowledge
notebook is most encouraging. It has solved many of my
problems and relieved much of my distress. | came to
understand and realize that God is omnipotent and miraculous.
If we believe in Him and pray to him, he will certainly answer us.”
Others also wrote, “When you see our improvement, you write
down words of encouragement for us....The words of
encouragement you wrote in my Religious Education reflections
shall remain in me.” They reminded me of Jesus’ example of
praising and encouraging people in building up their faith in him.
Jesus praised Nathanael as an Israelite in whom there was no
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deceit, and telling him he had already seen him under the fig
tree before he was called to Jesus. Nathanael then got to truly
know Jesus and declared him as the Son of God. Students taught
me that our words of appreciation or encouragement in their
returned assignment sheets connected them to God, which |
trust will stay in them for life.

Having to substitute a lesson for another colleague may be most
unwelcoming, yet as we go into the classroom, even meeting a
class of students that we do not know, and trust that there are
always opportunities to serve, we can surely find one. Once |
went to a Form 1 class to substitute for another teacher. | tried
to spend some time to see how the students were adapting in
Form 1 and understand their stress level. | then walked around
the classroom as they did their own work, trying to see and feel
where | could serve. | saw a student with quite serious eczema.
| talked to her and showed my understanding of how
uncomfortable she must have been with the eczema. Gradually
she started crying and told me of the great stress she was under.
| shared with her ways to cope with stress and we prayed
together, seeking dependence on God for what she was to face.
Some weeks later | bought her a set of bookmarks and gave them
to her through her form teacher. After a year, she sent me a card
telling me how the prayer had touched her, and that the
bookmarks with Bible verses were inspiration and hope to her.
Whenever she was sad and depressed, she would look at the
bookmarks and feel God’s love and hope. She taught me that
so long as we take just even a little step to serve, students would
be connected to God and that they would develop their

relationship with Him.
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Arranging activities for students outside school may be
troublesome, yet as we grasp hold of every opportunity to
prepare for students what we trust to be worthy for them, God
will always be there at work. Taking students to Nick Vuijicic’s
Evangelistic Meeting needed quite some administrative work,
yet it was such opportunity that students were greatly touched
by God through Nick’s witness. A student wrote me a card,
telling me that she had decided to become a Christian during
that Evangelistic Meeting. She said that part of the decision had
actually come from the influence of teachers and students
around her, and that | was one of the most important ones as a
role model for students of the commitment to God, and allowing
her to see and really feel the power of belief and the
omnipotence of God. She taught me what mattered was not just
teachers’ time and effort in preparing activities for students, but
was how we conducted our daily Christian life, how we walked
our talk, how we witnessed for God such that students could see
what we do and turn to believe in and praise God.

Accompanying students on overseas tour can be tedious, yet it
can also be a precious opportunity for us to experience God
together with our students. Once, while waiting to board the
plane back to Hong Kong, a student came to me and asked if |
could pray for her, for every time she took the plane, she would
feel dizzy, nauseous and restless. The instant thought that
flashed across my mind was ‘what if the prayer doesn’t work’? |
knew this thought was wrong. | immediately held my student by
her hand and prayed earnestly with her, seeking God’s peace
and comfort for the flight. Once she stepped out of the plane

when back in Hong Kong, she came forward to me and said, “Can
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| give you a hug?” We hugged hard and | could see the joy and
peace on her face. Not only did she grow in her faith in God, she
also taught me a lesson of faith — that | should always have
complete faith in God. Since then her faith in God continued to
increase, later on she became a Christian, and now she has even

become my colleague in teaching Religious Education together.

There are simply so many different chances of sharing the Good
News with students. However sleepy you might think students
were in the morning assemblies or however unwelcoming it
seemed Religious Education classes had been to them, however
long the time we had spent on students after school, praying
with them, whatever amount we had paid for lunch time chats
for sharing life experiences in God with students, all that were
done are definitely not futile. Over the years, as students
graduate or even years after they graduated, they often tell us
the same things, that much of the content knowledge of
different subjects had been forgotten, but what they remember
are the Biblical values that had been instilled in them through
assemblies and RE lessons, and the prayers and time we had
spent together. Quite a number of them even told us that they
had become Christians.

Teachers are not just chosen by God for knowledge transmission.
| see that by serving in the education field, we have been chosen
by God to touch the lives of students, to build them up in their
faith in God and to accompany them in their growth. All these
surely take time. Yet God’s grace is enough for us. He does give
us enough time to accomplish what he has called us to do in the

field of education, rather than merely the time for the
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curriculum, the papers to be marked and the activities to be
arranged. May we be encouraged to serve the LORD with
gladness, always looking out for opportunities in our school to
bring more sheep to God’s pasture.
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